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|Special Diapatch to the Baltimore Suan.
The Firesin the Catoctin Mountains

—More than Three 'Thousand Acres

Burned Over.

FREDERICK, MD., May 12.—The fires which
originated about ten days ago in the wicinity of
Catoctin furnaces, on the eastern slops of the
Caroctin mountajp, sti)} continne to ragce with
uuabated fary, and go far have bafiled all efforts
to extinguish them, the flames only being sub-
dued in one place to break out in another locality
with even greater havoe. Up to thia time they
have gpread acrogs the ridges into Middletown
valley and over to Soutb Monntain, barnine over
an area of probably more than tbree thousand
acres of woodland, and extending to the vicinity
of Black Rock, in Washiogton county. The
terrible but beautiful sight presents the appear-
aaoce of elow-burniog volcanos., eud has been
witteased almost nightly by large numbers of
our people,

On Saturday It was generally b lieved that the
fires had been sgbdued by the strevuous efforts
pat forth for that purpose, hnndreds of men
being employed for deys previous endeavoring
to check the flames and save property, but laat
night the amouidering fires that crept so stealth-
i1y through the dry leaves and brush apain broke
forth, even nearer the city than before, and
brrnt over a sectjon abont one mile and a half
long by half a mile wide, comprising the lands
of Megsre Schuliz, Browo, Neighbors and Ra-
land, and destroying a larze quantity of cord-
woad, rails, posts, &c. At noon to day another
fire orizinated on top of tbe mountain, between
Frederick and Middletown, just north of where
the National turnpike crosses the Catoctin
rangze. It is still burning, and the extent of loas
and damage cannot yet be accurately estimated.
It i8 believed by many that these flres are the
work of {ncendiaries. but owing to the exceed-
inely dry state of the woods the least spark is
almost sare to start a fire that may prove disas-

trous.
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